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1. Create awareness about one of the biggest colonizing 
projects of the British empire.

2. Illuminate the colonial past of the largest democracy in 
the world.

3. Trace the effects of neocolonialism in South Asia.

4. Generate awareness about the aspect of colonial 
necropolitics and geopolitics in the subcontinent.
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• Blatant violation of human rights in the name of civilizing nations.

• Weakening the social fabric of colonies through divide and rule 
policy.

• Deforestation in the name of building infrastructures.

• Recurrence of famine, gross mismanagement and lack of 
sympathy in the handling of catastrophes.

• Destroying land productivity and agriculture. 

• Large scale human dispossession.

• Use of colonies both as producers of raw materials as well as 
the captive markets for British manufactured goods.

• Psychological effects of rampant violence, discrimination, and 
misrule on the colonized population.

British colonialism: Effects
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• Bad harvest in winter crop of 1942.

• Occupation of Burma by Japan in 1942 resulted in restriction on 
rice imports from Burma.

• Restriction on inter-state trade of rice and other food grains.

• Wartime inflation.

• Panic hoarding of rice stocks by traders and farmers and 
speculative buying.

• Unregulated black market.

• No inaction on part of British authority to import more rice from 
abroad.

• Actions/inaction of the Wartime Cabinet. 

Example: Bengal Famine (1943)
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• Scorched Policy.

• Denial Policy.

• Increase in the population in the form of evacuees from 
Burma (Jan. 1942), workers for expanding war industries.

• No food department.       

• No wartime food rationing plans. 

--The result is an estimated death of 3 million people.

Example: Bengal Famine continued
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https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/neocolonialism
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“The use of economic or political pressure by powerful 
countries to control or influence other countries” 

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/neocolonialism

• Continuation of the power relations from the colonial era.

• Economic, cultural, political and other forms of domination 
instead of direct colonial rule.

• Major power in the hands of transnational institutions e.g., 
banks.

Neocolonialism (ˌniːəʊkəˈləʊniəlɪzəm)

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/neocolonialism
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• India is rich in resources, but a low-income country.

• Agriculture sector is still significantly underdeveloped.

• Labor laws support the corporate structure.

• Education system still has an above average bias.

• No return of stolen artifacts, precious relics, antics, and priceless 
jewels.

• Globalization and neocolonialism contribute to the damage of 
environment and ecology.

• India remains divided and occupied in fighting amongst castes 
and religions.

• The mind of the colonized is yet to be decolonized. 

Neocolonialism in South Asia 
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India‘s geopolitical situation has enabled foreign powers to divide and 
conquer the subcontinent: 

• Geographical isolation of the Indian subcontinent from the rest of 
Eurasia. 

• India has been involved in territorial disputes with her neighbors, 
China, Pakistan, and Nepal.  

• India is the most populous democracy in the world.

• Constant challenges through unstable political situation, presence of 
strong separatist forces and regional autonomy in India.

• Constantly shifting localized systems and resistance to a central 
government (native or foreign).

India stayed under foreign authority from the 11th century until 1947. 

Neocolonialism in South Asia contd.
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